Th« Katu People 

The Katu people are an isolated group of approximately 25,000, 
whose language belongs to the Katuic branch of the lion Khmer 
language family. They inhabit the dense mountainous jungles of 
Quang Nam province in Vietnam, west of Da Nang, extending into 
Laos. The Katu practise subsistence agriculture, cultivating rice 
in swiddens on steep hillsides. Their houses are built on 
mountain sides, the back resting on the ground, the front on 
stilts. The men hunt, work gardens, and weave the many kinds of 
rattan baskets. The women work in the fields, and at home process 
corn and rice by pounding, winnowing and sifting. Rice is the 
staple food, while corn is used to feed pigs. 

In the past the Katu people were renowned for the revenge 
killing raids which they carried out on far away villages where 
there were no relatives. They killed to pay back villages which 
had raided their village, or in order to obey the Spirits- The 
b 1 ood of dead vi ct i ms was sacr i f i ced to the spi r i ts. The Katu 
also stole small children from far away villages, carrying them 
back to the raiders' village in special back baskets with lids. 
There their blood was sacrificed to appease the evil spirits. A 
water buffalo was also sacrificed when a person was sick or had 
died. The pole to which a water buffalo is tied during a 
sacrifice is distinctive because of its wing-shaped appearance. 

Dialects 

There are three main dialects included in this dictionary, two 
Low Katu dialects from the low mountains closer to the coast, and 
one Hi gh Katu dial ect from the hi gh mount ai nous area cl oser to 
Laos. The two Low Katu dialects are from the An-Diem area south 
west of Da Nang, and from the Phu-Hoa area west of Da Nang. These 
two dialects have approximately 85-90 percent general vocabulary 
Correspondence and are mutually intelligible. These dialects are 
marked (ad) and (ph) , respectively. Al 1 unmarked worlds are from 
the An-Diem dialect. The High Katu dialect is marked <hk). It has 
appr ox i mat el y 75 percent general vocabul ar y correspondence wi th 
the An-Diem dialect. 



Tu-Sach Ngon-Ngfl 
Dfin-T6c Thieu-S6 Vi?t-Nam 

Cu6n 5 
Phan 2 

NOOQ PARAAQ KATU 
Katu Dictionary 

Katu — Vietnamese — English 

By 

Nancy A. Costello 

Summer Institute of Linguistics 
Vi$n Chuy6n-Khao Ngfl-Hoc 

published by 

Summer Institute o-f Linguistics 42 p ^3 

Thailand Group 20 ° c 

printed in Manila .^ 

© 1991 



